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WE ARE ENCOURAGING 
THE KIDS IN THE 

FOLLOWING  WAYS: 

Memorize weekly Bible 
verse  

Bring an offering  

Memorize books of 

the Bible  
Share the lesson with 
their parents  

Bring their Bible  

Bring a friend  

Sing out loud!  

Participate in small group 
activities  

Tell others about Jesus!  

NAME BôDAY 

Reese W. 2/2 

Derek O.  2/8 

Devin O.  2/8 

Kathryn S.  2/10 

Autumn D.  2/13 

Gracie G.  2/13 

Marion G.  2/13 

Katie N.  2/16 

Chase A.  2/17 

Avery A.  2/17 

Madison J.  2/17 

Simon M.  2/17 

Sofia M.  2/17 

Lila P.  2/22 

Dash L.  2/26 

Ridge N.  2/27 

 

How you decide to bless your kids isn't as 
important as deciding to be intentional 
about blessing them. 

Before you actually get to work on your 
written blessing, there are a few more things 
I would urge you to keep in mind.  First, don't 
assume your children will automatically 
know your heart or "just figure out" what 
you think about them.  How you choose to 
bless a child is not nearly as important as 
making that choice τ being intentional 
about the blessing. 

But don't stop there. 

The kind of planned, formal blessing we have 
described can be wonderful and life-
changing, but if you really want your child to 
thrive, you will not only give the blessing but 
also live it, seeking out ways to include 

meaningful touch, spoken and written 
words, messages of high value and a special 
future, and evidence of active commitment 
in every day you spend together, every 
moment. 

At the breakfast table and over bedtime 
prayers, some parents memorize a little 
blessing to say or sing to their children at 
these moments. 

In the car on the way to school (that can be 
the perfect time for an offhand conversation 
with a teen.) 

While on the soccer field, in the movie 
theater, at church, at the park or in the 
backyard, look for ways to inject little words 
of blessing in everyday conversation. 

Make it a habit, and the blessings will flow 
through your life. 

Donôt Leave the Blessing to Chanceðby John Trent & Gary Smalley 

Romantic dinners, bouquets of flowers and calorie-rich sweet 
treats ς ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŀǊƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  
Well, 20 kids from the Lake Travis H.I.S. Homeschool Group had 
an opportunity to enjoy a sweet treat of their own with a field trip 
to Krispy Kreme Donuts.  What fun ς and yummy too! 

The fun continues with a Valentine Party which, of course, 
includes the exchange of valentines.  Have you ever read the 
messages printed on the valentines our kids exchange?  Some are 
a bit corny, some are cute, some are funny; but they all try to 
communicate a message of love.  As we share our expressions of 

love to those we hold dear, let us reflect on the ultimate love letter from the Author of love itself. 

The Lake Travis H.I.S. Homeschool Group is now halfway through its second of three terms for the 

 
(H.I.S. continued on page 4) 

Homeschooling Co- Op 
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Just seeing the word ñscheduleò may evoke 
feelings of anxiety for many parents. Itôs a 
struggle to create, let alone maintain, a 
systematic routine for our household. However, 
with devotion and inspiration, the investment can 

yield great benefits for a family. 

Creating a visible chore list and mentally sorting 
through the logistics of their completion, force us 
to prioritize. And by realistically distinguishing 
between the ñmust havesò and the ñbonusò 
accomplishments in a given period, we allow 
participating family members to develop a 

healthy sense of whatôs important and whatôs not. 

Set Aside Time for Schedule Development 
Set an appointment with a scratch pad and pencil 
or in front of an Excel spreadsheet. List all chores 

that need to be accomplished in any given 
period, assigning family members various tasks. 
Whereas every family member may be assigned 
a similar task (making their own bed), split other 
household responsibilities according to ability 
and availability. Incorporate developmental goals 

into a childôs chores. 

The five-year-old may be charged with cutting 
coupons from a presorted stack of flyers, 
simultaneously allowing them to improve their 

fine motor skills. 

And the seven-year-old may load the 
dishwasher, learning how to sort and arrange 

items. 

The bigger weekly chores may be assigned to 

the busy teenager,  

developing their own time management skills. 

And for the tween or teen exhibiting leadership 
capability and desire, appoint them to select and 

share the weekly scripture for family devotion. 

Think Big Picture 
When my husband and I were going through pre-
marital counseling, our pastor proposed that we 
develop a family mission statement. He 
explained that our mission would ultimately 
shape our reaction to a number of anticipated life 
situations. And while having a pre-defined 
purpose wouldnôt make life easier, it would 

remove some ambiguity amidst hard decisions. 

A similar parallel exists in how we budget our 
 

(TASK continued on page 4)  

Staying on Task:  Creating a Family Planðby Amy Fenton Lee 

Kidz INC Lead Teacher, Sunday Mornings:  A person who is 
comfortable teaching in front of K - 5 th  graders. Energy & 

patience are a plus.  This person usually welcomes the class, 
makes announce - ments, (Welcomes new students, & explains 
what Kidz INC is all about) opens in prayer, reviews last weekôs 
lesson, and teaches this weekôs lesson which includes: reading 
the Bible story, showing the video clip, leading an activity, and 
review questions.  The material and service outline is provided.  

TTTUESDAYSUESDAYSUESDAYS   BEGINNINGBEGINNINGBEGINNING   JJJANUARYANUARYANUARY   10.10.10.      DIVORCECARE for KIDS.  DC4K 
is a 13-week program to help kids who may be angry, hurt and 
confused because their parents are going through divorce.  DC4K 
provides a safe place where your children will:  learn to understand 
their feelings; express their emotions appropriately; feel better about 
themselves; develop coping skills; and be introduced to biblical 
concepts that will bring comfort.  Some children struggle deeply with 
the separation and divorce, while others seem to bounce back quickly.  
In the long run, all are affected DC4K will help minimize and eliminate 
the short and long term effects of divorce and your childrenôs 
schoolwork, emotional health and spiritual life.  There is no charge for 
this course, which is held from 7-8:30 pm on Tuesdays.  Join them at 
any time.  Contact the church office to register or for more information.  

Contact Sean Reece; 261-6331 ext 18; sean@lakewaychurch.net. 

TTTUESDAYSUESDAYSUESDAYS   BEGINNINGBEGINNINGBEGINNING   JJJANUARYANUARYANUARY   10.10.10.      DIVORCECARE is a 13-week 
biblically-based support group and seminar designed to help those 
going through divorce to deal with the pain of the past and to look 
forward to rebuilding your life.  At DivorceCare you will become a part 
of a small group of people who are also experiencing separation and 
divorce.  Youôll meet others who understand what you are feeling and 
will be able to offer you encouragement.  Youôll also have a chance to 
talk about the information presented during the DivorceCare seminar.  
Many participates say these support groups are the most helpful part of 
the program.  There is no charge for this course, which is held from 7-
8:30 pm on Tuesdays.  Join them at any time.  Contact the church 
office to register or for more information.  Contact Brent Graham; 261-

6331 ext 16; brent@lakewaychurch.org. 

 

mailto:sean@lakewaychurch.net
mailto:brent@lakewaychurch.org


 

DADS & DAUGHTERS  

Friday, February 17  
Reg deadline Feb 10  

6:30 -8:30 pm  

No age limit!  

$25/couple ($10 addõl child) 

Dust off yer  

cow
boy

 bo
ots

 ôn
 ha

t!

 

Make your reservations 
with Sean Reece, 261 -

6331 ext 18 or 
sean@lakewaychurch.net.  

VBS 
2012 

June 4-8 

 

Ó and the logo are trademarks of Clubs International.  Used by permission. 

clubs are FUN with a purpose ðto reach and train kids for Jesus Christ through a program of 

scripture memory, games and awards ðfor children 3 years old through 8th grades.  

SUNDAYS  5:00 -6:30 during the school year (September -May)   

 Å Feb 5 NO MEETING -SuperBowl Sunday Å  

Feb 12 Leader Appreciation Night ðbring a small goodie and/or note and a smile! Å  

Feb 19 Testimony Night (leaders, clubbers or parents) Å Feb 16  Store Night  

If you have any questions, please call Christi Crone 971 -6734 or email hip -chick@sbcglobal.net . 
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TASK continued...  

time. When we step back and ask ñis this time 
investment in line with our family mission?ò we 
become more purposed in our daily life. 
Creating a master plan allows us to naturally 
weave the family mission into the family 

schedule. 

Whether earmarking a period for our own 
personal renewal or arranging for the familyôs 
participation in an outside service project, 
without any pre-planning, those things typically 

donôt happen. Giving the forethought to creating a family schedule allows us to live each day 

with greater confidence and purpose. 

2011-2012 school year, and we have 
recently welcomed three new families 
to the group.  If you or someone you 
know is looking for a homeschool 
group, we invite you to come and check 
us out.  Classes for our next term are 
currently being formulated; Term 3 
classes will begin on March 23. 

For additional information, please 
contact Trisha Reece at 512-284-8071 
or email at treece4@austin.rr.com.  
You can also visit us on the web at 
www.LakeTravisHIS.com. 

~Trisha Reece 

H.I.S. continuedé 

CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL NEWS 

When I think of February, I remember 
making valentines and heart-shaped 
cookies with my friends and family.   
The children at the Preschool are very 
excited about making valentines and 
preparing for the parties, which will 
be on the 13th and 14th of February.  
Since so many classrooms had 100% 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άbƻ IŀǎǎƭŜ 

CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΣέ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ 
have pizza parties for the entire school! 

The teachers will attend an off-site training session on Monday, 
February 20th at First United Methodist Church in downtown 
Austin featuring several highly recommended child development 
speakers.  It is always exciting to exchange ideas with other 
teachers from different preschools from around Austin.   

 

On January 19th and 20th the children enjoyed coming to 
school in pajamas and eating breakfast for lunch on Pajama 
Day.  

Registration for 2012-2013 school year starts in February.  
Current enrollees and their siblings will begin registration on 
February 1st.  Registration for other children of church 
members will be on February 6th.  If you are a church member 
and interested in enrolling your child in the Preschool, you 
will need to fill out a wait list application for your child, which 
can found on the church website.  Church members are 
always given priority when filling openings at the Preschool.   

Registration for summer school is available at this time.  
Information about summer school is also on our website or 
applications can be picked up at the Preschool office.  This 
year we are adding a session in August.  It is fun for everyone 
so send your little ones to summer camp. 

Have a fabulous February.  ~Millie Young, Preschool Director 

SERVICE PROJECT: 
 

This month we will be making Valentines 

for our seniors at the Summit. We would 

like to get a group of families together and 

take them over to them on 

Saturday February 18, at 11 

am.  For more information 

please contact Sean Reece.  

Join TLC Kidz on facebook!   

Be a friend!  

http://www.facebook.com/

pages/TLC -

Kids/249913245059089?

skip_nax_wizard=true#!/pages/

TLC-Kids/249913245059089  

mailto:treece4@austin.rr.com
http://www.LakeTravisHIS.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089?skip_nax_wizard=true#!/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089
http://www.facebook.com/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089?skip_nax_wizard=true#!/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089
http://www.facebook.com/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089?skip_nax_wizard=true#!/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089
http://www.facebook.com/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089?skip_nax_wizard=true#!/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089
http://www.facebook.com/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089?skip_nax_wizard=true#!/pages/TLC-Kids/249913245059089


 

What They½re Learning This Month 
 

ADVENTURELAND  (PRESCHOOL) Å ñGod Loves Everything About Meò 

Basic Truth:  Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 
Key Question:  How do you love God? 
Bottom Line:  Love God with all your heart. 
Memory Verse:   ñLove . . . God with all your heart.ò  Matthew 22:37 NIrV 

Bible Story Focus Week 1:  Jesus did what God wanted Him to do. 
Teaching in the temple Å Luke 2:41-50 

Bible Story Focus Week 2:  Jesus taught us to love God. 
The Greatest Commandment Å Matthew 22:34-40 

Bible Story Focus Week 3:  Jesus taught us to love everyone.  
The Second Greatest Commandment:  Love Others Å Matthew 2234-40; Acts 9:1-30 

Bible Story Focus Week 4:  Jesus talked to God. 
Jesus prays Å Matthew 6:5-13 

 

K IDZ  INC (K -5th) Å THE ULTIMATE  CHALLENGE  

Memory Verse:   ñLove each other deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.ò  Romans 12:10, NIrV  
Virtue:   HonorðLetting someone know you see how valuable they really are.  
Basic Truth:  I should treat others the way I want to be treated.  
Week 1:  Bible Story:   The Shepherd Kid (Samuel anoints David) Å 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 Bottom Line:   Honor those who are overlooked. 

Week 2:  Bible Story:   Sidekicks (David and Jonathan) Å 18:1-4, 5-9 

 Bottom Line:   Honor others more than yourself. 
Week 3:  Bible Story:   Sensei What?  (Absalom rebels) Å 2 Samuel 15:1-16a, 18:5-7,15,31-33  
 Bottom Line:   Honor those who are over you. 
Week 4:  Bible Story:   Dance On, Dance Off (David dances before the Lord) Å 2 Samuel 6:12b-22a  
 Bottom Line:   Honor God in front of others. 
 

You should be communicating reliable 
information about drinking and drugs as soon as 

possible, even in your children's preschool years. 

One day Tony, a father I had been talking to, 
asked me, "When would be the best time to 
begin talking to my children about drugs?" 
Although his children were still preschoolers, he 
didn't want to miss the opportunity to teach his 
kids before they began to be influenced by others 

around them. 

Tony was open to the idea that conversations 
about drugs and alcohol should begin when 
children are young. Unfortunately, I have met 
many other parents who have waited to discuss 
the topic until their children are in high school. 
That's a mistake. True, it's better late than never. 

But it's best early than late. 

I strongly recommend that you don't let your 
children reach the turbulent adolescent years 
while still in ignorance about the risks of alcohol 
and drug abuse. You should be communicating 
reliable information about drinking and drugs as 

soon as possible, even in your children's 

preschool years. 

Would you wait until your child is past puberty to 
discuss with him the realities and responsibilities 
of sex? Would you wait until your child turns 16 
and drives the family car onto the highway to 
teach him how to drive? No, of course not. And 
neither should you let your child get to the point 
of greatest vulnerability to drugs and alcohol 
before presenting the topic in the way you want 

your child to learn it. 

Here's the key when it comes to discussing drugs 
and alcohol with your child: start early and stick 

with it.  

Of course, you have to communicate at an age-
appropriate level. For example, if you were to 
suddenly start talking to a 6-year-old about the 
dangers of heroin, it would be beyond her ability 
to comprehend. But you could help her 
understand that smoking cigarettes is not healthy 
and causes people to get sick. This would help 
her start thinking about taking care of her body 

by choosing carefully 

what she puts in it. 

Age-appropriateness also 
applies to the way you go 
about communicating. 
Sitting your 9-year-old child down in front of you 
and giving him a 30-minute lecture is not the best 
way to get your message across. Not only will he 
not appreciate the significance of your message, 
but also your misusing an opportunity to talk to 
your child will make it harder for him to listen to 
you next time. Briefer messages worked non-
threateningly into everyday conversations will 

work better for this boy. 

The thing to remember at this point is that, as 
parents, we need to anticipate the challenges 
and needs of our children before they arrive at 
the most critical juncture of attraction to drugs 
and alcohol. And we need to get started right 

away. 

Understanding the individual situation each of our 

children faces will help us know what to do. 

Never Too Earlyðby Glenn Williams 
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David Crowderôs Band delivers 

their final album, Give Us Rest or 

A Requiem Mass in C [the 

happiest of all keys], an epic, 

triumphant 2 -CD album that 

poetically illustrates that in death 

something new is reborn. The 

album showcases the band's 

unique music style and touches 

on worship, pop, rock, bluegrass 

and electronic genres. It features 

34 tracks, including the first 

single "Let Me Feel You Shine".  

MUSIC REVIEW ñDavid Crowder, Give Us Rest 

BOOK REVIEW ðBedtime Blessings  

Before your child drifts off to sleep, make the most of your precious time 
together by turning every bedtime into a blessing. Designed for used with 
kids ages 2-7, Bedtime Blessings, Volumes 1 & 2 feature easy-to-follow 
ideas for terrific tuck-ins, including read-to-me stories, amazing 
experiments, intriguing puzzles, "let's pretend" activities and more! Best 

of all, each bedtime activity is followed by a 
blessing prayer - a way for you to follow the 
biblical model of blessing by affirming your 
love and deepening your child's relationship 

with God. 416 pages total; two softcovers. 

FFFRIDAYRIDAYRIDAY/S/S/SATURDAYATURDAYATURDAY   FFFEBRUARYEBRUARYEBRUARY   101010---11.11.11.      
MARRIAGE ON THE ROCK, a live simulcast, 
will be held in the Sanctuary.  Society requires 
years of preparation for almost any significant 
career endeavor, but demands no real 
preparation for one of the most crucial 
undertakings in life: marriage.  In an age of 
disposable marriage and information overload, 

where can couples turn for real answers that will make their relationships 
work?  Only to God.  Marriage on the Rock clearly details God's principles 
that will turn disillusioned, divorce-bound marriages into satisfying dream 
relationships.  Jimmy and Karen Evans have encouraged and coached 
countless couples in building rewarding marriages and healthy homes.  
They bring more than 25 years experience equipping and teaching couples 
to restore the dream of marriage.  There will be a nursery and a childrenôs 
program available.  This live simulcast from Gateway Church in Southlake, 
Texas, will be held Friday, February 10, from 7 ï 9:30 pm and Saturday, 
February 11 from 9:00 am to noon.  There is no charge for this seminar.  

Contact the church office to sign up. 

�i �� Need a mentor? 

�i �� Want to connect? 

�i �� Would you like an older mom coaching you, encouraging you, 
praying for you? 

�i �� We meet each Tuesday at 9:30 am in the SAC.  Childcare is 
available.  You may register just for the spring semester if you 
have not previously participated. 

�i �� We would love to have y9ou join us! 

Resumes January 17; Contact Mary Mearig  
512-590-�����������”���P�P�H�D�U�L�J�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P 

A Biblically
-based 

Ministry for 
moms 


